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FOR INFORMATION 

An unmarried mother has won access to a Widowed Parent's Allowance in 

a landmark Supreme Court ruling: Mother of four, Siobhan McLaughlin from 

County Antrim lived with her partner for 23 years- but never married. After her 

partner's death, she was denied money that her children would have been 

otherwise entitled to. This ruling is expected to have far-reaching ramifications - 

allowing people across the UK to apply for similar payments. 

The Supreme Court Justices found that the legislation which governs the 

Widowed Parents Allowance (WPA) was incompatible with human rights 

law, as it "precludes any entitlement to WPA by a surviving unmarried 

partner". 

The Widowed Parent's Allowance (WPA) can only be claimed by a surviving 

partner if that partner was either married to, or in a civil partnership with the 

deceased. The question at the heart of this case was whether that restriction 

unjustifiably discriminates against the surviving partner and/or their children, and 

breaches their human rights. The Supreme Court has decided that it does, and 

that has significant implications. There are some 3.3 million co-habiting couples 

in the UK. Around 1.2million of them have children. The purpose of the WPA is to 

help the children. Today's ruling will benefit those families where one co-habiting 

parent has died and the WPA has been refused, or where a parent dies in future 

and the surviving partner makes a claim. 

 

Payday lender Wonga is now in administration – Q&A: 

If a client has a Wonga loan, will this be written off? 

Unfortunately for them, the repayments will still have to be made. 
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Although this will be overseen by the administrators - in the short-term at least - 

there is no practical difference in the way that these payments are made. A 

service will continue for anyone who needs help, and anyone struggling to repay 

can still get in touch, and could also contact debt charities such as Citizens 

Advice or StepChange for free advice. 

A client has made a claim against Wonga. If successful, will they get any 

compensation? 

Wonga has argued that its predicament was, at least in part, the result of a host 

of legacy claims. Borrowers have claimed that insufficient checks were carried 

out by the company to ensure that the loan could be repaid. The majority of these 

have come through claims management companies. There is now much less of a 

chance of getting a payout, if a complaint is upheld. 

Compensation payments will be on the list of payments that could be made if and 

when Wonga's assets are sold. However, they are not at the front of the queue. 

As with any administration, secured creditors such as banks are the first to be 

paid from the funds of any sell-off, before unsecured creditors such as customers 

owed redress. However, if a complaint has already been upheld and 

compensation agreed but not yet paid, then these cases are likely to be a priority. 

Can we expect more short-term lenders to collapse? 

Wonga might not be the last payday lender to collapse, and it is certainly not the 

first. Cash Genie went into liquidation after it was admonished by the City 

watchdog, the Financial Conduct Authority, for a series of "unfair" fees and 

interest levies. 

The regulator ordered the company to pay compensation to more than 92,000 

specific customers - a process which is still open if any of those customers have 

yet to be paid. Edinburgh-based Cheque Centre, which was once the second 

largest High Street payday lender, agreed to withdraw from the payday loans 

market in 2014 and went into administration after pressure from regulators. 

Tax on child benefit – meet the government’s High Income Child Benefit 

Charge (HICBC): Have you heard of this? No, nor had I but it affects over 1 

million families. CB is clawed back by the tax system if either partner in a 

relationship with children has an ‘adjusted net income’ of more than £50,000. 

Those affected have a choice: either continue receiving CB but pay extra tax 
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through the self-assessment system or give up the benefit and don’t pay. One 

way of reducing adjusted net income is to pay more into a pension fund, either 

from own income or savings or funds can be gifted by parents to reduce 

inheritance tax liability. 
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