
 

SOCIAL POLICY NOTES, 30 JULY 2018 

 

FOR INFORMATION 

 

Important change to conveyancing process: A recent change to the 

conveyancing process means that home buyers must insure the property 

they’re buying when contracts are exchanged, not on completion.  Failure to 

do this meant that one family is now faced with £50,000 costs to completely 

rebuild the house they were buying (but hadn’t insured) which was virtually 

destroyed when a major water pipe burst. It seems that some solicitors and 

conveyancers may not be fully up to speed on this. 

 

Women must claim child benefit to ensure a full state pension: Even if a 

woman’s partner is earning more than £60,000 p.a. (final cut-off point for CB 

payment), they should still apply for the benefit, even though this means that 

their partner will have to complete a self-assessment tax form because failure to 

do this will mean that they won’t qualify for the full state pension. The current 

situation is: if a parent or guardian earns more than £50,000, they’re liable for 

the ‘high income child benefit tax charge’. This means they can still claim it, but 

will have to register for self-assessment and complete a tax return. The state 

then retrieves the benefit that way. Claiming CB (whether paid or not) ensures 

the claiming parent receives National Insurance Credits (NICS) while the child is 

under 12. However, if a mother doesn’t claim, she may not build up her full state 

pension entitlement, as to get the full pension a claimant must have paid or 

received NICS for a full 35 tax years.  The credits plug the gap in the NICS 

record while parents stay at home looking after their children. 

 

People are missing out on seven-day GP access: More than five million 

people across England are unable to book an appointment with a GP outside of 

working hours. Ten percent of registered patients live in areas where there is no 

access to GPs in evenings and at weekends. 

NHS England said it was still on target to provide access to extended care for all 
patients by 1 October. 



▪ More than 22 million people - or 40% of patients registered with GPs - now 
have "seven-day 8am to 8pm" access to GPs - defined as full provision by 
NHS England 

▪ Just over half the population have access to partial provision. This is when a 
GP practice can offer the minimum of ninety minutes of bookable 
appointments once a week 

▪ Only two areas offer full provision to GPs for all patients 

▪ Some 5.4 million people - or 10% of patients - had no access to GPs outside 
of normal working hours 

▪ From October, it will be mandatory for all Clinical Commissioning Groups 
to put in place arrangements for extended access to general practice. 

▪ The latest data - from March and collated bi-annually from surveys filled 
out by GPs - shows widespread regional variation. The South West is 
bottom of the league, with just over 20% of patients receiving full 
provision, compared to London with nearly 80% full provision. 

▪ In many cases, it’s only possible to book a GP appointment 10 days to 2 
weeks ahead. 
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