
DWP UPDATE OCTOBER 2017 

REPEAT WCAS END FOR SOME CLAIMANTS 
Last month we revealed that repeat WCAs – the assessment system that decides 
eligibility for employment and support allowance (ESA) - were at their highest ever 
level and now outnumber WCAs for new claims.  However, the DWP have now 
announced that from 29 September some claimants who have to undergo a WCA 
may be told that they will be exempt from any further repeat assessments. 

This only applies to claimants who are in the support group of ESA or who have 
limited capability for work-related activity for UC. You will also have to have a severe, 
lifelong disability, illness or health condition. And you must be unlikely to ever be 
able to move into work. 

DWP minister David Gauke claimed in a speech that: “After early tests of this 
approach, it has now been implemented and I can tell you that around twice as many 
people are expected to benefit from this reform than were originally thought.” 

Unfortunately, as yet, we have no idea of how many people they originally thought 
would benefit. Nor has the DWP made public the guidance – if any exists – that 
health professionals will be using to help them decide whether to recommend 
exemption from repeat assessments. 

BETTER DEAL FOR SCOTS 
Control of some benefits, including PIP, DLA and carers allowance, is being 
devolved to Holyrood for Scottish claimants. As a result, they will soon start to get a 
better deal than their counterparts in the rest of the UK. 

For example: 

 Benefits will rise annually by at least the rate of inflation. 
 Private companies will no longer be allowed to carry out assessments for 

disability benefits such as PIP, DLA and AA. 
 Any child in receipt of DLA will be given an automatic award of that DLA to 

age 18 to allow for continuity for families. 
 Mandatory reconsiderations will have to take place within a set time limit or 

the claimant will be able to take their case to a tribunal without needing to wait 
any longer. 

Who knows whether any of these changes will eventually filter down south. 

 UC DISASTER BEGINS 

Few of us will have been surprised by the decision to go ahead with the massively 
speeded up roll-out of universal credit. From October, 50 areas a month will switch 
over to UC, instead of 5. The warnings from Citizens Advice and politicians from all 
parties – including 12 Conservative MPs – that it will be a ‘disaster’ and a ‘human 
and political catastrophe’ were always likely to be ignored. 

SANCTIONS – THE MOST AND THE LONGEST 
If you want a measure of just how harsh the modern benefits regime is, you only 
have to look at sanctions. As sanctions expert Dr David Webster of the University of 
Glasgow points out, for 73 years – between 1913 and 1986 - the longest a claimant 
could have their unemployment benefit suspended for was 6 weeks. 



And most sanctions were much shorter. Now they can last for years. And it is sick 
and disabled ESA claimants who have the distinction of getting a higher percentage 
of sanctions lasting over 6 months than any other group of claimants. But it is the 
rapidly rolling-out UC that has the highest proportion of sanctions. 

The sanctions rate for JSA claimants is 2.5% per month. But for UC the rate rockets 
to three times that number, at 7.4% per month. Still, as David Gauke also explained 
in his speech, his party is on a journey: 

“Universal credit is the next step on our journey. A journey to a welfare state that 
gives people the help that they need but does not trap them in dependency.” 

There’s certainly few more effective ways of preventing people being dependent on 
benefits than snatching those benefits away from them. Some people may think that 
such an enormous sanctions rate is both harsh and short-sighted in a benefit that is 
supposed to make work pay. Mr Gauke, however, disagrees. He is both caring and a 
man of vision, as he explained in his speech: It is a vision of the welfare state that is 
compassionate, practical and aspirational. It is, in short, a Conservative vision for a 
modern welfare state. 

 


